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Bilirubln (CsaHaeN^) is an orange-red pigment; it is the

chief pigment in human bile and in the bile of dogs.   Biliver-
din (CsaHaeN^Os) is green and constitutes the greater part of

the pigment in the bile of birds and of herbivorou^mammals,.,

It is simply an oxidation product of

Fig. 8-24 Diagram illustrating the circulation of bile pigment r,
liver; 2, intestine; 3, kidney. The dotted line indicates the entrance of
urobiiinogen into the blood and its excretion by the kidney when the
liver is damaged, or there is an excess of bile pigment production.
Upon reaching the intestine, bilirubin undergoes reduction as
a result of bacterial action. This reduction product, which gives
the yellow-brown color to feces, is called stercobilinogen (also
called urobiiinogen). Upon exposure to air a part of the ster-
cobilinogen is oxidized, and is then called stercobilin (or urobi-
lin). Though the greater part of the stercobilinogen is passed
with the feces, a part is absorbed into the portal circulation and
returned to the liver, whence it is discharged again in the bile
(see Fig. 8-24). In health, minute amounts of urobiiinogen,
or none at all, find their way into the general circulation. Any
which does escape from the liver into the systemic blood is ex-